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The Circuit Rider Published April 17, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

John 10:22-30
New International Version (NIV)

Further Conflict Over Jesus’ Claims
22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. 
It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts 
walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who 
were there gathered around him, saying, “How long 
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you 
do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• April 28, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be the commencement 
speaker at the Rust College Commencement in 
Holly Springs at 2:00 p.m.

• May 19, 2013 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at 6:00 p.m. at the Coahoma and Quitman County Cluster gathering hosted by Clarksdale 
First United Methodist Church in Clarksdale, Mississippi.

Praying for United 
Methodists Hurt In Tornado
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist

The Sunday following the tornado that touched down 
in Kemper County, Mississippi on April 11, Rev. Chris 
Gulley led his congregation in prayer for Ralph and Dean 
Sciple who were injured in the storm. Gulley said that 
Mrs. Sciple’s absence from church that morning was 
noticeable. “Just about every Sunday she sits in the middle section near the 
window,” he said.  

Mrs. Sciple was left with nearly 30 stitches in her head after the ceiling of 
her home caved in on her. Her husband Ralph has several cuts and bruises. 
Their home of six years was destroyed but the situation could have been 
worse according to their daughter-in-law Melinda Sciple who explained 
that “things can be replaced; we are just thankful they are alive.” 

Rev. Gulley lives about a quarter of a mile from the Sciples. He said he was 
home when the tornado warning was issued but left to ride out the storm 
with his special needs neighbor. Once the threat was over, Gulley said he 
went to check on other neighbors and that was when he rolled up on the 
Sciples’ house.

“I was scared for them...I didn’t expect them to be living,” said Gulley who 
was relieved to learn that good Samaritans lifted the rubble off of the couple 

and rushed them to a nearby hospital. They have been released and are 
now receiving help from family. The church is also assisting them with 
housing and transportation.

To view more photos of the Sciples’ home, visit the Mississippi United 
Methodist Conference facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/pag-
es/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524. 

District Superintendents Tracking the Storm

Hours before the tornado struck Kemper County, Rev. Billy Owen, the 
Meridian District Superintendent (DS) for the United Methodist churches 
in that area, was tracking the storm from an app on his cell phone. He was 
wrapping up a meeting with the annual conference communications staff 
when another Mississippi district superintendent informed him through 
a group texting service that a twister touched down in Owen’s district.   

Melinda Sciple standing in what used to be her 
in-laws’ television room.

Meridian DS Billy Owen tracks the storm that 
spun a tornado in his area.
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Owen responded immediately to the warning by texting his pastors, including Rev. Chris Gulley, who told Owen he had members 
of his church in the hospital being treated for injuries caused by the tornado.

Owen said modern technology “is especially helpful in times of emergencies.”

Not long after that, a video message of Owen appeared on facebook asking for prayers for everyone affected.

 The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency reported that there was one death and nearly one dozen injuries along with 
several homes and businesses that encountered minor to major damage within the seven counties impacted by the tornado.

The National Weather Service Survey Team from Jackson reported the tornado was at least an EF-3 with winds between 136-165 
mph.

How United Methodist Helps Victims of Disasters   

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) comes into play with flood buckets, tarps, health kits, spiritual care, etc. 
immediately following any disaster.  The bishop, the disaster response coordinator and the director of connectional ministries 
can request an emergency $10,000 grant that the conference can use as necessary to assist victims; however, funds are primar-
ily given to those with no insurance on their homes.  It does not go to renters. Residents affected by any storm need to contact 
their insurance company, apply for FEMA and then enter the Long Term Recovery group in their area that will address unmet 
needs of those who had no coverage, those whose insurance didn’t cover everything and those who have no means to recover 
(no/low-income). 

Early Response Teams (ERT) come into any disaster area after initial assessments have been done and they have been invited by 
the district.  Volunteers respond once the need has been identified along with places for volunteers to stay.  All volunteers includ-
ing ERT must come prepared to spend money on places to stay, food and any materials.

To donate to the United Methodist Committee on Relief follow this link: http://www.umcor.org/Search-for-Projects/Search-for-
Projects. 

Conference Lay Leader: New York Trip ‘Meaningful’
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist
Did you know that the Mississippi Annual Conference Lay Leader Tim Crisler serves on the General Board of Global Ministries 
(GBGM) for the United Methodist Church?   As a member of the board, Crisler recently attended their semi-annual gathering in 
New York.

The General Board of Global Ministries is the global mission agency of The United Methodist Church, its annual conferences, 
missionary conference and local congregations. Global Ministries has personnel, programs and mission partners in 136 countries. 
It facilitates international and domestic mission, including missionary service. 

Crisler explained how his presence is a plus for Mississippi United Method-
ists.

 “By serving on this board I get to see the measures underway and help with 
the strategic planning to make sure the global church presence is truly every-
where,” said Crisler.  

Another positive for Mississippi is that the president of Global Ministries is 
someone Crisler knows well, the former bishop of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference, Bishop Hope Morgan Ward.

The board of directors consists of members from all five jurisdictions, the 
Africa Central Conference, Europe and Asia, Germany, the Northern Europe 
and Eurasia Central Conference, Philippines and the Methodist Church of 
Puerto Rico.

They met for four days in New York and spent one day to help people affected by super storm, Hurricane Sandy.

“This semi-meeting was especially meaningful to me because of the service project. Almost eight years ago Hurricane Katrina af-
fected the Mississippi Coast and Mississippians were receiving help from people from all around the world.   

Conference Lay Leader Tim Crisler among fel-
low members of the GBGM in New York.
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So it was a wonderful blessing for me to return the favor to our brothers and sisters who experienced the horrific nature of Hur-
ricane Sandy,” explained Crisler.

Crisler’s term of service to the the Board of Global Ministries is from 2013 to 2016. To learn more about Global Ministries and 
give to the mission, go to http://www.umcmission.org/.

Commission on Communications Gathering Embraces ‘Connectionalism’ 
By Jasmine Haynes, Web and Social Media Specialist
Members of the commission on communications recently gathered at the 
Mississippi United Methodist Conference office in Jackson for introductions 
to the communications team and updates on conference communications. 

Commission chair, Chris Blount began the meeting explaining to attendants 
that the driving force of communications can be summarized from 1 Corin-
thians 13 verses one through three.

“We shouldn’t just be noisy gongs and all our messages should convey love for 
God and others,” said Blount.

In addition to all Mis-
sissippi UM messages 
being rooted in love, 
Blount also set before the 
commission a very clear 
purpose.  “We are to strengthen our connection in this annual conference 
through a communications platform,” shared Blount.

According to the Book of Discipline (section 646), the commission on com-
munications is specifically tasked to “be a service agency to meet the commu-
nication, publication, multimedia, public and media relations, interpretation 
and promotional needs of the annual conference.”

Commission members shared questions and concerns that lead to productive 
conversations on how to better engage local churches of all ages and cultures 
in communications through our current communication tools and web and 
social media presence.

Present commission members left with an open invitation to actively participate in social media, aid the communications team in 
upcoming projects, contribute stories and story ideas and help circulate messaging that aid the local churches and districts.  Com-
mission attendants also signed up to write for this year’s Special Edition of The Circuit Rider.  

Donate to Missions Marketplace Auction
Serving platters, gift cards, art and a gift basket are just a few of 
the items available for the Missions Marketplace Auction;  how-
ever, more support is needed. Help make this charitable auction 
a success by encouraging Mississippi United Methodist churches 
to donate at least one item valued at $25 or more to the auction. 
Also, all mission entities and organizations affiliated with the 
Mississippi Annual Conference are also asked to solicit donations 
for the auction using their network of board members, local 
volunteers and businesses. 

All proceeds will go towards one mission or ministry in each of 
the eleven districts of the Mississippi Annual Conference. The 
first event under this initiative will be held online in the weeks 
leading up to Annual Conference. It will culminate at Annual 

Commission members meet in the Wilson Hut 
at the conference office.

Beautiful hand-made cross and and flame (right) and 
water color wall art are ready for bidding.

Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications 
Specialist and Chris Blount, Chair of the 
Commission welcome participants from 
around the state.



Conference with items being displayed at the conference.  Bidding for Missions Marketplace open on May 13, 2013 and will 
close Saturday night on June 8, 2013.

For more information and to view auction items, visit http://missionsmarketplace.org. 

Host an HBO Movie-watching Party to Fight Malaria
Churches encourage members to stay home, tune in on Saturday night

Nashville, Tenn. - Throw a party to save lives. That’s the message The United Methodist 
Church is sharing in preparation for World Malaria Day, April 25.

United Methodist advocates for Imagine No Malaria can raise awareness by hosting screen-
ing parties of HBO’s new movie, “Mary and Martha,” starring Oscar® winner Hilary Swank 
and Oscar® nominee Brenda Blethyn. The movie follows the journey of two women who 
meet in Africa and work to raise awareness of malaria, a preventable and treatable disease 
that claims a life every 60 seconds.

Imagine No Malaria, a campaign of The United Methodist Church dedicated to reducing death and suffering from malaria by 
2015, has raised more than $31.2 million to date, trained more than 5,800 community health workers and distributed more than 
1.2 million mosquito nets in Africa. Because of comprehensive programs like Imagine No Malaria, malaria’s death rate is now 
almost half of what it was in 2006.

To join the fight against malaria, families will host an entertaining watch party of HBO’s “Mary and Martha.” Download the 
Imagine No Malaria movie-watch party kit to get exclusive invitations, event planning tips, themed recipes, easy instructions for 
making mosquito costumes, fun activities for children, information about the fight against malaria and other resources.

“Mary and Martha” premieres Saturday, April 20 at 8 p.m. EDT on HBO. It is also scheduled to air Sunday, April 21 at 12:45 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. and Tuesday, April 23 at 10 a.m.

Following the parties, watchers can join the cause and donate to Imagine No Malaria by texting ‘MOM’ to 27722. One hundred 
percent of donations go to fighting the disease in Africa. 

“A child shouldn’t have to die from a mosquito bite,” said Imagine No Malaria spokesperson Bishop Thomas Bickerton. “Malaria 
is both preventable and treatable.”

“Our campaign has distributed over 1.2 million life-saving insecticide-treated mosquito bed nets, but we need millions more. Just 
$10 provides a net which can protect up to four people from the silent killer.”

Additional opportunities to raise awareness continue next month starting May 5, as NBC affiliates begin airing “Killer in the 
Dark: An Extraordinary Effort to Combat Malaria.” The documentary, produced by United Methodist Communications, is about 
the intense and continuous work being carried out to help make the world malaria-free.

Get your party planning kit now at imaginenomalaria.org/maryandmarthapr.

Imagine No Malaria is an initiative of The United Methodist Church to raise $75 million to end preventable deaths from malaria 
in Africa by 2015. With a comprehensive approach to fighting this killer disease, Imagine No Malaria empowers the people of 
Africa to improve health infrastructure and achieve a sustainable victory over malaria. For more information, visit ImagineNo-
Malaria.org.

Purchase Ads Now for AC The Circuit Rider Special Edition 
The Circuit Rider Special Edition will highlight the events of the 2013 Annual  Confer-
ence and contain the list of clergy appointments for the 2013-2014 year. To place an 
advertisement in the special edition, send emails to receptionist@mississippi-umc.
org or call communications at 601-354-0515, and visit The Mississippi Annual Con-
ference website, www.mississippi-umc.org.

Here are the deadlines for ad placements:

• Ads requiring design and layout: 3:00 p.m. Friday, May 24, 2013, email information 
to receptionist@mississippi-umc.org;
• Camera-Ready Ads (Press Quality PDF): 3:00 p.m. Wednesday, May 29, 2013, email to receptionist@mississippi-umc.org.
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Visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1361?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+4-9-13&utm_campaign=4-
10-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email to download ad specifications and prices. 

Order Your Printed Copy of the Special Edition of The Circuit Rider

In an effort to help members of Annual Conference report back to their local congregations, we are offering the opportunity to 
purchase additional copies of the 2013 Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider. This is a special printed edition high-
lighting the events of the 2013 Annual Conference and will contain the list of clergy appointments for the 2013-2014 year.

Visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1361?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+4-9-13&utm_campaign=4-
10-13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email to download the order form. 

Bishop Swanson Preaches  
at First UMC Philadelphia  
190th Anniversary
By Renelda Owen,  
Meridian District Contributor
A packed crowd braved a heavy spring rain on Sun-
day, April 14, at First United Methodist Conference of 
Philadelphia to celebrate the church’s 190th anniversary. The special guest preacher 
for the service was Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., Resident Bishop of the Mississippi 
Area of The United Methodist Church. The title of his message was “Let the Church 
Be the Church.” The scripture lesson was Matthew 16:13-20, where Jesus and his 
disciples were visiting Caesarea Philippi and Simon declared his belief that Jesus was 
the Messiah. Jesus responded that on that rock He would build His church, “and the 
gates of hell will not prevail against it.” Bishop Swanson vividly illustrated how the 
Church--created in the image of Christ--is on the offensive against the gates of hell. 
“We go up against it and we prevail,” said Swanson. “Even when we get it wrong, 
even if we make the wrong decisions, the Church will still prevail.”

Swanson shared that he is very thankful that the Church does not belong to us, but 
to the Lord. The Lord has created a “whosever will, may come” kind of church, and 
because God has opened the doors of the church, no one has the ability to close 
them to anyone.

Swanson asked if anyone had ever heard the complaint by people outside of the 
Church that, “the Church is full of hypocrites.” A laugh spread across the congrega-
tion and everyone acknowledged the familiar refrain. Swanson explained that he re-
sponds to people who say that with the question, “If you are sick, would you rather 
be inside the hospital or outside of it?”

Of course, they must answer, inside the hospital. It was then implied that the hypo-
crites inside the church are at least in a place where they might hear a message from God and be healed from their hypocrisy. 
Swanson closed by encouraging the assembly to “learn how to celebrate where God has brought us!”

“The Whole Woman” 2013 Spiritual Formation Retreat
By Dr. Detra Bishop and Rev. Annie Williams
“The Whole Woman” (TWW) 2013 Spiritual Formation Retreat was held the first weekend in March, at the Duncan M. Gray 
Conference Center in Canton, Mississippi. TWW addressed the mind, body and spirit of a woman. This holistic approach to 
ministry invited women (lay and clergy) to examine who they are in terms of the total person. Health and wellness is more than 
not having an illness. Health and wellness includes how one thinks, feels and relates to God. TWW was a three-day retreat that 
included praise, worship, prayer, silence, journaling, rest, information, encouragement, fun, laughter, delicious meals, snacks and 
comfortable scenic rooms overlooking the lake.
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Bishop Swanson preaching at Philadel-
phia First UMC.



TWW Retreat was all inclusive with a small group of 27 ladies 
who traveled from Moss Point, Biloxi, Jackson, Goodman, Durant, 
Eupora, Greenwood, Itta Bena and Winona. Many participants 
expressed how they experienced God afresh and surrendered fully 
to His purpose for their lives. In the future, TWW 2014 Spiritual 
Formation Retreat will be held in the vicinity of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast.

TWW Project was funded by TWW Participants, Walden Chapel 
UMC, St. Paul UMC and General Board of Higher Education Min-
istries (GBHEM) EIST Grant.  

For more information or web presence for The Whole Woman 
2013 Spiritual Formation Retreat and information on future retreats, 
contact TWW facilitators Rev. Annie Williams at annwilliams2@
bellsouth.net or 662-417-8040 and Dr. Detra Bishop,  dbishop2@att.
net or 601-671-1555.

Sunflower UMC Becomes Delta Mission Hub
By Rev. Veronica Pritchard, pastor of Sunflower-Moorehead Charge
The POWER of We has been strong in the 
Mississippi Delta. Sunflower United Methodist 
Church is a small membership church with a big 
passion to serve Christ. They believe that God 
is calling them to renovate their facilities to be 
a hub enabling mission teams from all over the 
United States to reach out to those in need in 
the Mississippi Delta.

Renovating 18,000 square-feet of a building 
that has been damaged from years of a leaking 
roof might seem to be an overwhelming task 
for a congregation of less than 20, but they have 
found that connectionalism is the strength of 
The United Methodist Church and have part-
nered with other churches in order to fulfill the 
calling placed before them.

On March 8, 2013, a mission team from the 
Epworth Project of Aldersgate United Method-
ist Church in Slidell, Louisianajoined with the 
Wesley Foundation of the Mississippi University 
for Women in Columbus, Mississippi to begin 
re-roofing the entire building. The Epworth Project is a mission hub in Slidell that Sunflower UMC is modeling their project 
after, and has committed to one year of partnering to help see this hub up and running.

On April 13, 2013, Greenwood District Mission Coordinator, Rev. Stephan Sparks of First Indianola UMC, organized a district-
wide work day. Six churches joined the members of Sunflower UMC and worked on removing the ceilings, pressure washing, 
picking up roof debris and painting the Fellowship Hall.

Once the renovations are completed the mission of Delta Grace will begin.   Delta Grace will be a full service mission experience 
for youth, college students, families, church groups and adults of all ages. They will provide housing, cooking facilities, tools, 
equipment, project management, and mission opportunities to fit the needs of almost any group. Their prayer is that the volun-
teers will transform the lives of those they serve, and in turn their lives will be transformed. Mission teams will be working on 
homes of many who have lost hope and do not know what tomorrow brings.
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The Mind Session by Dr. Auwilda Polk, St. Paul UMC, 
Moss Point--Walking for mental illumination!!! 

(Photo above and photo above right) Hands busy at work for mission hub 
Delta Grace.



The goal is to complete the renovations and schedule the first mission teams for Delta Grace by Fall 2013. Join in on this POWER 
of We by praying for this new and exciting ministry, financially supporting this mission and being one of the first to schedule a 
mission trip to Delta Grace. For more information contact Rev. Veronica Pritchard at 662-466-2167 or like our Facebook page: 
Delta Grace.

Alcorn Wesley Foundation  
Celebrates 40 Years of Ministry
Minister Joel Jackson and Alcorn State University stu-
dents will celebrate their 40th campus ministry Friday, 
April 26, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. The celebration will be held 
in the Wesley Foundation building on the campus of 
ASU located at 5362 Highway 552 West in Lorman, 
Mississippi. The music program will feature the Family 
Connection Choir.

The Alcorn Wesley Foundation is the first Historically Black College or University (HBCU) in the state of Mississippi to have a 
Wesley Center to call their own. All proceeds to benefit ASU Wesley Mission Projects.

For more information contact the ASU Wesley Foundation at 601-877-9959 or wesleyf@bellsouth.net.

Come to IGNITE on Sundays in April at MUW Wesley Foundation
A new service of praise and worship is open to Mississippi University of Women students, youth and adults. IGNITE will be every 
Sunday night in April beginning at 6:30 p.m. located at 224 11th Street South, 1100 College Street MUW 5 in Columbus. There 
will be praise and worship music and the next teacher will be Rev. Kyle Ivy. Ivy is the pastor at Whitehall UMC near Louisville.  
You can find out more about Kyle at https://www.facebook.com/whitehallumc?fref=ts.

There will be light snacks, tea, coffee, a time of fellowship, praise and worship music, Biblical teaching and an opportunity to 
receive communion. Bring your friends and come to IGNITE!!!

For more details contact the MUW Wesley Foundation at 662-328-1998 or visit www.muwwesley.com.

Workshop on Stewardship for the Small Membership Church
 The Central United Methodist Church in Jackson is excited to present a great workshop on stewardship for the small member-
ship church. The gathering will take place at Central UMC on May 4 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The only cost for participants is 
$10.00 to cover lunch.

The facilitators for this event bring a great deal of knowledge on the topic. The Mississippi Annual Conference’s Bishop James 
Swanson is urging attendance.

“The workshop will be a tremendous resource to smaller churches. Those who attend will be a hearing from seasoned profession-
als who can guide, advise, and inspire the small congregations that may or may not have stewardship challenges. This training can 
only help and I pray that many are anxious to receive it and go register,” said Swanson.

Melvin Amerson, the Stewardship Ministry Consultant with the Texas United Methodist Foundation will be one of the facilita-
tors. The other is Mississippi’s own Martha Scarborough, Executive Director with the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation.

The goals of the workshop include: emphasis on the Bible’s basis for congregational stewardship, recognize the uniqueness of the 
small membership church and its challenges, underscore the importance of leadership in stewardship, and equip participants 
with resources for a successful stewardship campaign

Although attendance is open to anyone, if a church wishes to participate, organizers say it is essential that the pastor, finance 
committee chairperson/stewardship chairperson, treasurer, and/or lay leader attend together so that they may hold each other ac-
countable, implement what is shared, and provide feedback, as requested, by the workshop facilitator.

For questions and to register, contact Pat Whitlock, Stewardship Committee chairperson, at 601.955.1743 or apcew@aol.com. 

Page 8



More about the Facilitators

Melvin Amerson, Stewardship Ministry Consultant with the TX United Methodist Foundation, is a graduate of Texas A&M Uni-
versity Corpus Christi and Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia. Prior to becoming a minister, he worked in the 
banking industry and as a tax examiner for the federal government.

Amerson is the author of Stewardship in African-American Churches: A New Paradigm, Celebrating the Offering, and Fruit for 
Celebrating the Offering, published by Discipleship Resources. He has published numerous articles on stewardship, leadership, 
and visioning. A nationally-recognized stewardship consultant, he has led numerous training events around the country. Known 
for his energetic and engaging presentations, Rev. Melvin Amerson brings a wealth of knowledge gleaned from his experience 
as a United Methodist pastor in the Texas Annual Conference and his work as a stewardship consultant for the Texas Methodist 
Foundation.

Martha Scarborough, CPA, Executive Director with the MS United Methodist Foundation, is a graduate of MS State University. 
Her career as a CPA spans more than 30 years. Other than a short tenure as an audit manager with a private organization, her 
life’s work has been dedicated to the United Methodist Church.

She served as treasurer for the North MS Conference, (prior to the merger of the North and MS Conferences). She relocated 
to the Jackson area in 1990 to become the Director of Financial Administration/Treasurer for the MS Conference. In 2006, she 
joined the Foundation as director of development. She later served as associate director and has provided leadership as executive 
director since 2007.

Ms. Scarborough has traveled extensively throughout the state sharing the story of the Foundation and encouraging churches to 
benefit through stewardship education. She readily responds when asked to serve as workshop facilitator, and provides valuable 
information that can easily be implemented.

Transition Workshops Available for Moving Pastors
Full time pastors must attend one of these sessions. Spouses are invited to attend the last session. Less than full-time pastors and 
retiring pastors may also attend. Registration is done through district offices. One half CEU will be offered.

 Workshops are from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. on the following dates and locations:
• April 30 - Oxford UMC, Oxford
• May 2 - Heritage UMC, Hattiesburg
• May 9 - Anderson UMC - Jackson (spouses are invited) 

Clergy Ethics Training
 There will be a required “Knowing Ourselves, Knowing Our Limits and Knowing Our Ethics” ethics training for all clergy on 
June 6, 2013, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Jackson Convention Complex. This will be held on Thursday before Annual Conference 
begins. This training focuses on health and wellness and clergy ethics.

Lodebar UMC Revival with Rev. Dr. Sam Morris
 Rev. Dr. Sam Morris, President of the Jerusalem Center for Biblical Exploration, will be the speaker for Revival Services at Lode-
bar United Methodist Church, 675 Highway 43 South in Pelahatchie, Mississippi, June 22-24, 2013. Services will be at 7:00 p.m. 
each night. Morris is an approved evangelist with the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

He previously served as Pastor of First UMC in Columbus, as Pastor of Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson and as Director/
Preacher of the United Methodist Hour television and radio ministry. Morris earned a Bachelor of Arts at Mississippi State Uni-
versity, a Master of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore, Kentucky and a Doctor of Ministry from Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. Pastor Jonathan Altman and the people of Lodebar UMC cordially 
invite the community to these evenings of preaching and teaching.
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 Men’s Day Celebration at Wesley Chapel UMC in Meridian
 Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church would like to extend an invitation to their Men’s Day Celebration on April 28, 2013 
at 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. The church is located at 512 18th Street in Meridian, Mississippi. The theme is “Men with Standards 
Stepping Up” and the scripture will come from Acts 6:3-4. Jerome Wyatt, Jones County supervisor of Beat 5, will speak at the 
11:00 a.m. worship service and Donald Beard, Mississippi Conference United Methodist Men president will speak at the 3:00 p.m. 
service. For more details call 601-485-0809 or visit www.wesleychapelumc.org. 

Logo Design Contest Announced by UMITA 
The United Methodist Information Technology Association (UMITA) is sponsoring a contest for a logo design for their organiza-
tion. The winning entry will receive a 16-gig iPad Mini. The UMITA logo will be used in a variety of formats, including but not 
limited to, forms of correspondence, website, promotion materials, etc.

All entries must be emailed tologo@umita.org and received by 11:59 p.m. (EDT), July 1, 2013 and must adhere to the following 
criteria:

• The winning entry becomes the property of the United Methodist Information Technology Association (UMITA) for its sole use 
and purposes, including editing, publication and distribution rights.
• Each entry must be original.
• Each entry must prominently feature “UMITA” and may or may not include the words “Information Technology.”
• Logo design must be in good taste.
• Entries must be in black and white or color (maximum of three colors) format and saved as a BMP, PNG, JPG, or GIF image. • • 
Layered design for screen printing is preferred.

Entries must also provide the following information from the person(s) responsible for its design: name, address, phone number 
and email address. The contest is open to all and multiple submissions are permitted. The winner will be announced at the 2013 
UMITA Annual Meeting in Indianapolis, IN, September 16-20, 2013.

For more information, visit the UMITA website at www.umita.org.  

The United Methodist Information Technology Association (UMITA), open to annual conferences, provisional conferences, central 
conferences, missionary conferences, jurisdictional conferences or general boards or agencies of the United Methodist Church, provides 
professional networking, resources, and knowledge to empower its members to provide technological leadership in the mission, ministry 
and administration of the church. 

Rev. Veronica Pritchard and husband David are proud 
new grandparents.  Emma Katherine Weeks was 
born Monday, April 8 at 1:30 p.m. and weighed seven 
pounds and 10 ounces.  Rev. Pritchard says, “We praise 
God for our beautiful, healthy baby girl.” Rev. Pritchard 
is pastor of the Sunflower-Moorhead Charge.

Mrs. Margie Thomas, mother-in-law to Rev. George 
Buell of Starkville Aldersgate UMC, passed away Mon-
day, April 9, 2013. A service celebrating her life was held Tuesday at Benton UMC in Benton, Mississippi at 10:00 a.m.

Mrs. Thomas was the Lay Member to Annual Conference from the Benton-Midway Charge for many years until she was physi-
cally unable to attend.  Please remember her family when you pray.

Mrs. Rebecca (Becky) E. Brewer recently passed.  She is the wife of Rev. Bobby L. Brewer, pastor of Dixie United Methodist 
Church in Hattiesburg.  Visitation will be held Wednesday, April 17, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Dixie United Method-
ist Church, 136 Dixie Church Road, Hattiesburg.  The funeral services will be at 1:00 p.m.  Please keep Rev. Brewer and family in 
your prayers during this difficult time.

Rev. Steve Devore’s father-in-law, Mr. Herman Lindsey, passed away Sunday night, April 7, 2013.  This is June DeVore’s father. 
Please remember June and her family in prayer. 
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Please also remember Rev. Jack (Retired Elder) and Vetrice Williams who are both in the Mississippi Care Center which is in 
connection with the Magnolia Regional Medical Center in Corinth.  They are recovering from pneumonia.

Employment Opportunities
• Minister to Students Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church, a growing, historic congregation in downtown Jack- 
son, Mississippi, is seeking a full-time Minister to Students to oversee and give direction to an exciting and comprehensive 
student ministry. Galloway is a dynamic 2,100-member congregation which was first established in 1836. The church is 
located in downtown Jackson, the capital city of Mississippi, one block from the State Capitol building and Governor’s 
mansion. Galloway has many exciting ministries seeking to meet the needs of a diverse constituency, which includes every- 
one from business professionals to a vibrant homeless ministry. Galloway believes strongly in its purpose statement which 
is ‘revealing heaven on earth through the witness of our personal spirituality, congregational ethos, and works of ministry 
by faithfully following Jesus.’

We seek a Minister to Students who is called to serve youth in grades 7-12, students in college or graduate/professional 
school, and their families. The candidate would evidence a contagious enthusiasm for Christ and youth with proven gifts 
of administration and communication (oral and written). The candidate demonstrates deep Wesleyan theological ground- 
ing and gifts of leadership. The Minister to Students will oversee, organize, and implement ministry to, with and alongside 
youth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. An effective Minister to Students will equip 
and empower youth and adult leaders to companion and form students to live in community with mission as a way of life, 
oversee youth and college student bible studies, United Methodist Youth Fellowship, Sunday School for youth and college 
students. The Minister to Students will coordinate retreats, inspire, vision and implement Missionfest (a five day summer 
Mission opportunity for the youth across the Southeast), youth auction community building/fundraising event, and other 
gatherings including but not limited to Breakthru, Lake Junaluska, etc.

The Minister to Students will provide pastoral care for youth and families, create and implement new member forma- 
tion alongside the ministry area of congregational care, participate and engage worship planning through a team model, 
and lead in worship through liturgy. The candidate would engage in intentional relationships with college students in the 
Jackson Metro area as well as remaining in relationships with Galloway Collegians in other geographic areas. There is a rich 
opportunity to organize and implement opportunities for young adult ministry.

All ministry with youth extends a call to God’s Mission in the world. The Minister to Students requires a team oriented 
spirit. An ideal candidate would have experience with campus ministry and passion for ministry with persons who are on 
the margins.

Galloway Memorial UMC has excellent resources available: strong student leaders, collaborative staff and volunteers, well- 
equipped youth ministry facilities, funding for continuing education, and a supportive program budget. A committed 
group of youth, parents and other volunteers are excited to journey with our next Minister to Students.

The competitive compensation package for this position is commensurate with experience and training. Interested per- 
sons should submit a resume and personal statement (Microsoft word or pdf format required) via e-mail by April 23, 2013 
to kevans@gallowayumc.org. The personal statement should be no more than 300 words and should address the question: 
How would you lead ministry with students at Galloway to advance our commitment to revealing Heaven on Earth and 
what is it about your training, experience and philosophy that uniquely qualify you for this position?

Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church is an Equal Opportunity Employer. For further information you may visit 
our website: http://www.gallowayumc.org.

Please contact Sherry Russum or Angela Thomas at 601.353.9691 should you have questions or need additional informa-
tion.

• Director of Youth Ministry Maples Memorial United Methodist Church is a growing 1200 member congregation located 
in the growing community of Olive Branch, MS, a suburb of Memphis, TN.

Position: Director of Youth Ministry Status: Full-Time
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General Purpose of Position:
To build young disciples of Jesus Christ by providing leadership in partnership with the Youth Ministry Team (YMT), 
implementing a comprehensive approach to youth ministry while utilizing directional guides established in consultation 
with Youth Ministry Architects. Areas of importance include: worship, group-building, discipleship, outreach and mission. 
This person will serve as both a spiritual leader and role model, as well.

Primary Task:
There shall be a comprehensive approach to the development and implementation of the youth ministry at all levels of 
the UMC and in all ministry areas of the local church. This comprehensive approach is based on the understanding of the 
primary task of youth ministry to:

– Love youth “where they are” 
– Encourage youth in developing their relationship with Jesus Christ 
– Provide youth with opportunities for spiritual nurture and growth 
– Challenge them to respond to God’s call to serve in the community and world 
– Help integrate youth into the life of the congregation

Responsibilities:
• Direct and work alongside a CYMT part-time student staff-member
• Advocate for youth by educating the congregation and parents of the hopes, concerns and needs of youth in the church 
and community. And educate youth of the concerns and needs of the church and the community. 
• Support and guide the work of the Youth Ministry Team through visioning, goal-setting and evaluating the process, regu-
larly

Monthly sessions with student leaders and YMT are expected.
• Recruit and train volunteers in all aspects of youth ministry while ensuring adequate volunteer support. 
• In partnership with YMT, coordinate Sunday school curriculum for youth (grades 6-12) and recruit teachers. Teaching 
Sunday school as needed 
• Coordinate and teach Confirmation Classes in partnership with the pastors; providing leadership for confirmands, men- 
tors, and parents beyond confirmation class times. 
• Develop a strategic youth outreach plan which includes follow-up for guests and offers hospitality to the community. 
• Communicate with youth and parents regularly, using all available media resources. 
• Attend and participate in weekly staff meetings 
• Be available to youth in a variety of ways, i.e. lunch at schools, attending extracurricular activities/events, etc.
• Ensure that Safe Sanctuary practices are in place and practiced

Qualifications:
• A vocationally called person who is passionate about ministry with youth providing Christ-centered, Biblically-guided 
leadership for youth ministries, in the context of the mission and ministry of The United Methodist Church 
• Bachelor’s degree required; professional certification in youth ministry in The United Methodist church a plus 
• A minimum of 3 years full-time experience in a lead youth director position
• Must have a vision and a demonstrated ability to plan, develop, coordinate, manage and implement a youth ministry 
program. 
• Must possess a proven ability to work effectively with youth and teams of adult volunteers 
• Effective communication skills, both oral and written, are expected
• Computer/technology knowledge required

Salary and Desired Start Date:
• Salary will be commensurate with experience and proven leadership ability in youth ministry
• We desire the chosen applicant to begin ministry June 1, 2013

How to apply:
• Submit a cover letter with resume accompanied by educational background, employment history, references and vision 
for youth ministry to: Lynn Johnston: lynn@mapleschurch.org. Or mail to: Lynn Johnston, P.O. Box 213, Olive Branch, 
MS 38654.
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BLT Pizza 
1 Italian pre-baked pizza shell
1 16-ounce package bacon
1 cup shredded Mozzarella cheese
2/3 cup mayonnaise
1 tomato, thinly sliced
1 cup shredded lettuce
Preheat oven to 425 degrees. Cook bacon and crumble. Spread mayonnaise on pizza shell. Sprinkle with cheese and 
crumbled bacon. Lay tomato slices over bacon. Bake 10 to 15 minutes or until cheese is melted. Sprinkle lettuce over pizza. 
Serves 4.

 – By Traci Murphy in “Munchin’ with the Methodists” published by Carolina UMC in Booneville

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!


